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FOREWORD 
 
 
On behalf of both the Organising Committee and the Scientific Committee, I am pleased to 
welcome you in Tartu, Estonia, to participate at the XIII International Congress of the International 
Society for Animal Hygiene (ISAH). 

The ISAH (www.isah-soc.org) was founded in 1970 and has today members from 48 countries 
throughout the world. ISAH can be considered as a group of scientists contributing to efficient, 
sustainable animal farming with healthy animals, providing wholesome food in a sound 
environment. 

Veterinarians and non-veterinary academic scientists (animal science, agricultural economics, 
engineers, microbiologists, public health professionals, epidemiologists etc., etc) and respective 
professionals in animal husbandry, who work and/or do research and education in the field of 
animal hygiene, can apply for a membership of ISAH, and are most welcome to attend ISAH 
congresses. 

The first ISAH congress was held in Budapest in 1973. The last ISAH main congress took 
place in Warsaw, Poland in 2005 and the last in-between symposium in Saint-Malo, France in 
2004. 

Starting from Warsaw congress in 2005, the ISAH, considering the need for a more flexible and 
frequent exchange of scientific and practical knowledge, organizes its congresses every second 
year. 

The present, XIII ISAH congress in Tartu, Estonia, in June 17–21, 2007 is organised under the 
device "Animal health, animal welfare and biosecurity”. 

The scientific programme, trying to follow the scope of the ISAH and receive the feedback from 
modern animal husbandry and food production, concentrates with more profoundness on the 
following subjects: interaction between the environment and health and welfare of individual animal 
and herds; managing animal health in large dairy units; ensuring animal welfare during 
transportation and slaughter; economical implications considering animals’ health; possibilities of 
precision livestock farming in maintaining good health and welfare of animals; measures for 
prevention the development and spread of diseases and pathogens in animals including those 
posing risk to human health (zoonoses); food safety relevant infections and contaminations such 
as residues in food derived from animals; influence of the animal production on the environment 
and public health. 

The Proceedings from the XIII ISAH Congress are herewith presented. The papers on lectures 
from invited speakers, oral and poster presentations from 11 parallel sessions are included in this 
excellent compilation. In general, the printed contribution to the ISAH-2007 congress illustrates 
clearly the broad scientific field of the ISAH and related to it activities. 

I hereby would like to express my most sincere gratitude in the address of ISAH-2007 
organising and scientific committees. Special thanks go to Frens Conference Services for their 
excellent organizational and technical contribution and to AS Triip for their outstanding printing job 
of these proceedings. We also appreciate different companies and organisations for their 
considerable financial support which gave us the opportunity to keep the registration fees 
affordable. 

Finally, we thank all participants, contributors, chairpersons, organisational and technical 
assistants for your considerable efforts – you made the ISAH-2007 in Tartu real success. 

We wish you all interesting and pleasant congress and enjoyable stay in Tartu. 
 
A. Aland 
Editor 
Chairman of the ISAH-2007 Organising Committee 
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