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Professor JohannesKalich (Munich) and 
Professor CŜǊŜƴŎ YƻǾłŎǎ (Budapest) 

had the excellence to recognise the necessity of establishing 
an international forum 

for spreading and implementing
of research achievements obtained in schools of animal 

hygiene of European countries and 
providing opportunities to personal contacts among 

researchers and scientists that work on the field of veterinary 
preventive medicine.
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The organisation of the 

International Society for Animal Hygiene 

started in 1967 by the unanimous declaration of 

Professors/Leaders of Departments for Animal 

Hygiene of Veterinary/Agricultural Schools in a

number of Western and Eastern European 

countries to set foundation to an

international society. 

After negotiations in Brno and Beograd, the 

International Society for Animal Hygiene was 

established in Budapest, November 1970 

in presence of representatives from 10 

European countries.   
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The first presidency

President: Professor Ferenc Kov§cs (Budapest, Hungary)

Vice-Presidents: Professor M. Cena, Wroclaw (Poland);

Professor J. Ivos, Zagreb (Yugoslavia) and 

Professor J. Kalich, Munich (GFR)

Secretaries: Docent J. Hojovec, Brno (Czechoslovakia) and 

Professor H. Willinger, Vienna (Austria) 

Press Officer: Professor  D. Strauch, Stuttgart (GFR) 
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Founding countries

Poland

Hungary

German 

Democratic 

Republic

Yugoslavia

Czechoslovakia

Bulgaria

Federal 

Republic of 

Germany

Austria

Today: 52 member 

countries 5



Founding personalities

Camo, E. (Yugoslavia)

Cena, M. (Poland)

Czajkowski, Z. (Poland)

Ekesbo, I. (Sweden)

Hojovec, J, (Czechoslovakia)

Hrgovic, N. (Yugoslavia)

Ivos, J. (Yugoslavia)

Kalich, J. (Federal Republic of Germany)

Kovacs F. (Hungary)

Petrov, K. (Bulgaria) 

Poljakov, A.A. (Soviet Union)

Puhac, J. (Yugoslavia);

Rosocha, J. (Czechoslovakia)

Stojanov, P. (Bulgaria);

Strauch, D. (Federal Republic of Germany)

Sz®p I. (Hungary)

Varenika, D. (Yugoslavia);

Willinger, H (Austria)
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Friendly  chat after ceremonial signing of the 
foundation chart 

Dr. Jiri
Hojovec

Prof. Dr. Herman 
Willinger

Prof. Dr. Jan 
Rosocha

Prof. Dr. Dimitar
Varenika

Ceremonial signing of 
the foundation chart 

Prof. Dr. Ferenc 
YƻǾłŎǎ

Prof. Dr. K. Petrov
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±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ .łōƻƭƴŀ {ǘŀǘŜ CŀǊƳ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƴ ŦƭŀƎǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳƴƎŀǊƛŀƴ !ƴƛƳŀƭ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ 

Prof. Dr. 
CŜǊŜƴŎ YƻǾłŎǎ

Dr. Neboisa
Hrgovic

Prof. Dr. Herman 
Willinger

5ǊΦ tłƭ Rafai

Prof. Dr. Josip Ivos

Prof. Dr. Dimitar
Varenika

Dr. Jiri
Hojovec

Prof. Dr. E. Camo

8



According to paragraph 28 of the statute 

the International Society for Animal Hygiene is an 

association of veterinarians and other experts that work 

on the field of animal hygiene

Goals:

o promotion of practice and research in the field of 

animal hygiene;

o advancing of publication activity and exchange of 

scientific achievements;

o facilitating  of connections between animal hygienists 

and experts of related branches of science; 

o supporting of mobility among animal hygienist of 

different countries.
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Implementation of above goals was greatly assisted by 

the congresses and the so called Ăin-betweenò 

symposia organised for discussion of special issues of 

animal hygiene

Main topics of the congresses have reflected the 

development of this branch of science and via these 

the ability of the Society to recognise the actual 

challenges of animal production and appropriate 

solutions

CHALLENGES ADRESSES
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The first Congress: 
Budapest, Hungary: 2-5 October, 1973

President: Professor Dr. Ferenc Kov§cs

Challenge:

Marking the borders of animal hygiene as science and 

discipline

Answer: appropriate selection of the main topics

oTreatment-, disposal and utilisation of liquid manure;

o Disinfection of large-scale animal premises;

o Animal hygienic issues of large-scale cattle-, pig- and poultry 

production farms;

o Feed hygiene;

o Bioclimatology.
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The first plenary session of the International Society for animal Hygiene
(Ceremonial Hall of the Hungarian Academy of Science)
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Professor Dr. Artur Horn addresses the Congress on behalf of the 

European Association for Animal Production

Prof. Dr. Josip Ivos, 
Yugoslavia

tǊƻŦΦ 5ǊΦ Włƴƻǎ 
aŞǎȊłǊƻǎΣ IǳƴƎŀǊȅ

Prof. Dr. Johannes 
Kalich, FRG

Prof. Dr. Ferenc 
YƻǾłŎǎΣ IǳƴƎŀǊȅ

aǊΦ DłōƻǊ {ƻƽǎ
Deputyminister, 

Hungary

Prof. Dr. Vladimir Volkov, 
SovietUnion

tǊƻŦΦ 5ǊΦ [łǎȊƭƽ 
±łǊƴŀƎȅΣ IǳƴƎŀǊȅ

5ǊΦ tłƭ Rafai, 
Hungary
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The second Congress: 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia, 9 September ï2 October, 1976. 

President: Professor Dr.  Josip Ivos

Challenege:

animal welfare

Answer: the congress 

o made it clear: animal welfare is an integral

part of animal hygiene;

o inspired further research in the field of 

animal welfare;

o set foundation for further discussions of 

welfare related issues in the forthcoming 

congresses.
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Third Congress: 
Vienna. Austria, 10-13, September 1980.

President: Professor Dr. Hermann Willinger

Answer:
o discussions of research related to 

connection between environmental factors 

and development of multifactorial diseases of 

ruminants, pigs and poultry (Three sessions)

o This congress has proven the necessity of 

research in the field of air hygiene which by 

present has grown into studying the human health 

and emission aspects of air pollutions with special

Challenge:

management related diseases

reference to opportunities of reducing  the negative effects of airborne pollution 

on the environment and farm workers
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Fourth Congress: 
Strbske Pleso, Czechoslovakia, 19-22 September, 1982. 

President: Professor Dr. Jan Rosocha

Challenge:

ethology of farm animals

Answer:
o first research reports appeared in the field of veterinary applied ethology

which then returned with 

greater emphasis at the 6th

Congress in Skara, Sweden).
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Fifth Congress: 
Hannover, FRG, September 9-11, 1985

President: Professor Dr. Hans Georg Hilliger

o effects of microclimate and 

microbiological load on health and 

production of farm animals;

o hygiene of feed and water;

o disinfection and pest control;

o emissions from animal premises;

o treatment, handling and disposal of liquid and solid manure; 

o irradiations and noise effects in animal production systems

Challenege:

factors that decrease the production 

efficiency in animal husbandry

Answer: 

overview of related issues
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Sixth Congress: 
Skara, Sweden, June 13-17, 1988.

President: Professor Dr. Ingvar Ekesbo

This was a milestone congress in the row of 

congresses 
o the congress systematically disclosed those research results that dealt with 

the interactions between

Vfacultative pathogenic microrganisms and health of farm animals; 

Vthe stress and diseases;

Vmiroclimate and health, and 

Vbehavioural needs of farm animals and diseases/ethoanomalies.

o Introduction of herd-health programs into themes of discussions formed 

second important development of the congress.

This congress on the one hand summarised the information available for 

understanding the pathomechanisms of multifactorial diseases and gave an 

overview on the new aproach of controlling management related diseases.
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Seventh Congress: 
Leipzig, GDR,  August 20-24, 1991

President: Professor Dr. G¿nter Mehlhorn

The congress was characterised by tense atmosphere caused by unexpected 

political developments.

Main subjects of discussions were as follows: 

o connections between housing and multifactorial diseases; 

o pollutant effects of animal husbandry systems; 

o timely questions of feed hygiene and

o ethology and animal welfare in livestock and poultry farms.
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Eigth Congress: 
St. Paul, Minnesota, USA, 12-16 September, 1994.

President: Professor Dr. Stanley L. Diesch

First stept toward globalisation of the Society 

o number of member countries increased substantially 

with overseas countries;

o first congress organised outside of Europe. 

Challenege :

animal welfare;

quality and safety of foods of animal origin.

Answer: 

This congress was the first that highlighted that food quality and safety 

depends primarily on the quality and conditions of primary production.

Beside dealing with the related issues the congress continued discussing 

the newest results obtained in the traditional fields of animal hygiene.
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The Congress

o followed the traditions and continued discussing the theoretical and 

practical aspects of preventing management related diseases of 

ruminants, pigs and poultry;

o Animal behaviour was discussed from points of using behavioural 

patterns as welfare indicators.

o Two new elements appeared at this congress:

ü benchmarking and economic evaluation of veterinary preventive 

and curative interventions;

ü discussion of animal hygienic aspects of housing and caring of 

companion animals 

Ninth Congress: 
Helsinki, Finland, 17-21 August, 1997.

President: Professor Dr. Hannu Saloniemi
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Tenth Congress: 
Maastricht, The Netherlands, 

2-6 July, 2000. 

President: Professor Dr. Martin Tielen

o With respect to our present daysô requests four

plenary sessions dealt with theoretical and practical 

questions of the integrated quality control systems.

o Discussion of different aspects of formation and prevention of production 

diseases continued.

o Special sessions dealt with

ü biosecurity of animal production;

ü treatment and disposal of animal wastes and 

ü animal hygienic questions of keeping companion animals.
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