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The International Society for Animal Hygiene (ISAH) is an association of veterinarians, 

agricultural engineers and other professional scientists, practitioners and students 
working or studying in the field of animal health and welfare, animal hygiene, safety of 
food of animal origin, environmental protection in relation to animal production and 
related areas within the scope of the following ISAH missions. 

 
The field of  animal hygiene includes the scientific analysis of the interactions between 

domestic animals and any a-biotic and biotic factors of their direct and indirect 
environment with the aim to develop optimisation and intervention measures for 
preventing diseases (including zoonoses and food safety relevant infections and 
contaminations) and promotes the animals’ health and their species-specific welfare 
needs whilst maintaining a secure and sound environment. A very important part of 
animal hygiene is sustainable animal husbandry, where animal production is realised in 
a fair balance between economics, people and environment. 

 
The ISAH declares the following missions: 

� Improve and promote the scientific knowledge: 
o On both the pathogens and on the epidemiology of infectious and non-

infectious diseases including those that pose a risk to human health, 
with particular attention being paid to measures of prevention. 

o On measures which will optimise animal welfare. 
o On measures to minimize the potential adverse effects of animal 

production on the environment including those that pose a direct and/or 
indirect risk to human health. 

� Promote the creation of interdisciplinary networks of scientists working in the 
field of  animal hygiene and related areas. 

� Transfer the “cutting-edge” knowledge and information on sustainable animal 
husbandry to veterinarians, animal scientists, animal producers, physicians and 
public health professionals as well as to decision makers in agribusiness and 
politics. 



 
 
The means to realise this mission is by different ways: 

• Organising a scientific ISAH Congress every two years, at which the new and 
important scientific results relevant to the field of sustainable animal husbandry can be 
presented, discussed and published in the ISAH Congress Proceedings. 

• Creating ISAH scientific expert groups which members organize workshops in their 
respective field of expertise in order to exchange scientific results and educational 
programmes in special fields of sustainable animal husbandry and make suggestions 
for the scientific programme for the next ISAH congress. 

• Organising seminars or workshops for young scientists in order to exchange working 
methods and experience of postgraduate studies. 

• Publishing articles on issues of sustainable animal husbandry under the auspices of 
ISAH in refereed journals. 

• Developing and maintaining contacts and co-operation agreements with appropriate 
relevant societies, authorities and institutions that are of importance for sustainable 
animal husbandry. 

 
ISAH has already realised close co-operation with some international organisations. 

• In some countries the members of ISAH have established a national Society for 
Animal Hygiene to prepare and improve the co-operation with ISAH. 

• ISAH started a close co-operation with FAO including a joint seminar during the 
ISAH-congresses 

• ISAH contributes to international scientific platforms in the field of animal health, 
animal welfare and public health , like the working groups of the European Food 
Safety Authority, the Global Feed and Food Congress and the OIE. 

• ISAH has a working relation with some international companies to prepare issue-
sessions and to support young scientists. 

• ISAH endorses international meetings, seminars  and conferences in the field of 
animal hygiene on request to emphasize the need for internationalisation to realise a 
common standard for animal hygiene all over the world. 

 
It is within the scope of this international co-operation that I am very happy that the Executive 
Board of ISAH decided to endorse the meeting of the Chinese Association on Animal 
Husbandry in 2008 in Xian to express the need for this international co-operation. We have 
the same mission in regard to the improvement of animal health and welfare and to protect 
humans and environment for risks of animal production.  
On behalf of the President of ISAH, Professor Thomas Blaha, I hope that this first co-
operation will lead us to a long lasting relationship in the future. 
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